Trinity United Methodist Church

April 2019 Newsletter

Trinity united Methodist church
Connecting People to God and One Another
APRIL 2019
NEWSLETTER
Pastor: Kristen Lowe
608-297-2326
Office Hours:
Monday-Wednesday-Friday
9:00 AM – 2:00 PM
WHAT’S GOING
IN APRIL
Lenten Bible Study Continues
Thrift Shop Work Begins
Easter Egg Hunt
Word Worms
Chit Chat
Holy Week Services
Easter Sunday

HOLY WEEK SERVICES
This year Holy week will be April 14 through April 21. There will be many
opportunities for us to come together for worship and fellowship that
important week in the life of the church.
Easter Egg Hunt Saturday April 13: We will be hosting an Easter Egg
Hunt for the entire community on Saturday April 13 at 1:00 PM. Kids of
all ages are invited to come and win some awesome prizes. Help spread
the word.
Palm Sunday, April 15: Join us for service as we celebrate Jesus’
triumphant return to Jerusalem complete with our own palm leaves.
Maundy Thursday, April 18: A service celebrating the disciples eating
with Jesus at the last supper will be held at 7:00 PM.
Good Friday, April 19: We will have a service commemorating the death
of Christ at 1:00 PM.
Easter Sunday, April 21: We will celebrate the resurrection of Christ and
the Good News for all at 10:00 AM.
Please invite all your friends and family to all of the worship opportunities.

THRIFT SHOP NEWS
REGULAR FEATURES
It's that time again. Hopefully, our "spring" weather will cooperate for
Usher/Greeter List
our activities. We will be starting the cleanup and revamping of the
Calendar
Thrift Shop for the summer season. We hope to start on MONDAY,
Church Finances
APRIL 8TH at 9 AM. All are welcome to participate in our work, fun, &
Thrift Shop News
fellowship for a good cause in our community.
Prayer Concerns
Birthdays
Workdays - Mondays 9:00-11:00
Anniversaries
Sales days - Starting the first weekend in May.
Fridays & Saturdays - 9:00 to 1:00
EASTER EGG HUNT
SATURDAY APRIL 13, 1:00 – 3:00 pm
We are hosting an Easter Egg hunt for the community. All kids up to age 10 are invited to attend. There
will be refreshments, a bake sale and lots of prizes including a 32” Toshiba TV. Help spread the word and
invite all your friends and neighbors.
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PASTOR’S ARTICLE
Matthew 6:21“For where your treasure is, there
your heart will be also.”
Trinity UMC Montello – Fifteen Years From
Now
Fifteen-ish years ago (which doesn’t seem like it
was in the distant past), Hannah’s dad and I found
out that we were going to have a baby girl. I
couldn’t have been happier! We spent our time
reading about how to care for a baby, we spent our
money on things to take care of the baby, we spent
our attention on planning for the baby. We were
so anxious to meet her that our excitement was
palpable! People would say things like, “You’re
glowing!” And, “You look so happy! “Guess
where our hearts were. You didn’t need to look
far to know that our hearts were where our
treasure was.
I remember thinking, “What on earth did we
spend our time, our energy and our money on
before Hannah?” She came into our lives and we
automatically made room. This happened kind of
magically. I remember not eating out as much –
not a big deal. When my jeans started to get worn,
I wore them six months longer. There was less
waste in our refrigerator. We set the thermostat
lower at night.
How does this relate to the church?
In the five months I’ve been your pastor, I’ve been
impressed by the passion and generosity of this
charming, small-town church. I delight in
walking along-side you in your faith journey and
helping you grow in your discipleship.
When I arrived, I was made aware that we had
some financial challenges. Most churches do
these days. Growing apathy and dying dedicated
members have taken a toll. Over the past year,
some of our biggest financial supporters had been
promoted to heaven. Although it would be great
to think that the church magically exists for the
glory of God, it still has bills and salaries to pay.
It has worship and education to offer, and ideally,
mission to support. We have a budget.
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Right now, we are in a challenging place as
Trinity UMC Montello. We are able to take care
of our financial obligations for the short term.
But, with our bare-boned budget as it is, we are
currently taking a couple thousand out of our
savings each month to meet our obligations.
Already we have stopped paying on some of our
obligations in hopes of making some headway. In
a few months the well will be dry and we’ll have
to figure out how to exist in a different way.
What will Trinity look like 15 years from now?
Well, that’s up to you. Hypothetically, it could be
a growing congregation with a satellite location in
Oxford, or it could be a shrinking church with a
shared pastor who comes around on Sunday
mornings to preach.
It’s time to roll up our sleeves. Where your
treasure is, there your heart will be also. Is your
treasure here? If so, we need your help sooner
rather than later. We need to be able to turn things
around so that Trinity can be sustainable in this
community. I’d like to ask you to seriously
consider the following:
1. Re-examine your stewardship practices.
Is God getting your first and best? Is this
an opportunity to take a step of faith to
increase your giving?
One way to
improve accountability and take the strain
of remembering to write that check it to set
up automatic deposit. It’s simple! Just fill
out the quick form found in the
information rack by the church office.
2. Gifts can take all sorts of forms. In fact,
you can give gifts of stocks or bonds,
stock/ bond interest, property, residue of
estate, designate certain assets, or make
the church an official beneficiary. Put a
note in the collection plate that you would
like to schedule this conversation.
3. You can give a large one-time gift in
honor or in memory of someone.
4. If you don’t give anything, start by giving
something. If you give a little bit, open
your heart to God and give a little more.
Currently our Finance team is working on various
stewardship campaigns and fundraisers. We are
focusing on the best ways to get out into the
community, we are pouring our best into events
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and activities that will attract people, we are
stepping boldly into exciting Sunday school
curriculum and I am getting to know folks and
forging my very best sermons.
Every day I lift us up on prayer. I believe that God
has a plan for us here at Trinity. I believe that I
am in the midst of passionate people.
I have one more story for you. Two years ago, I
attended Dave Ramsay’s Financial Peace
University. It was life transforming! One of the
challenges that was put to us was this: “If your
child was dying and you needed one thousand
dollars by the end of the week to get lifesaving
medicine. Could you get it?” My first thought
was, “Geez! What??!” Then I put myself in the
situation. I thought, If Hannah’s life were on the
line, could I make this happen? Motivation! I sold
some things on Craigslist that had sentimental
value, but I seldom used and did some odd jobs.
In a week I came up with $1000.00 that I didn’t
realize I had. And you know what? I don’t miss
the things I sold.
It actually was quite
empowering. It took a lot of work, but was it
worth it? Yes! I had no idea I had anything of
value. What I had was a bunch of stuff with little
value put together.
What I’m asking you to do is something like this.
Get creative. The church needs you now. God
needs you now. I need you now. Let us
prayerfully go forward as we push this thing up
the hill.
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EGG STUFFING PARTY!
Wednesday evening - April 10 at 6pm
Brown bag supper/ fellowship
We'll gather in the fellowship hall, stuff eggs and
prepare for the Easter Egg Hunt. Hope to see
everyone there! Bring friends!

EDUCATIONAL
SCHOLARSHIPS
We will be in our 19th year of awarding
scholarships to our members continuing their
education. It is time to make an application if
you will be furthering your education next
year. The awards will be announced in May
but now is the time to apply. The deadline to apply
is April 30. First time applicants will need a letter
of recommendation from a church member along
with their application. Call the church office for
an application, if you know of someone who
would benefit from one of our scholarships please
pass the information along.

EASTER FLOWERS
We are selling flowers to decorate the sanctuary
on Easter Sunday. We have tulips, daffodils, a 5
color Easter mix of mums and lilies at a cost of
$10.00 each. You may have a message printed in
the bulletin on that day. Please sign up on the
order sheets passed around on Sundays or if you
miss them call the office to place your order.
Flowers may then be taken home after service on
Easter.

~Pastor Kristen

APRIL
NEWSLETTER
DEADLINE
MARCH 20

NEWSLETTER ARTICLES
If you have an event or belong to a group in the
community and you would like to share its
happenings with your church family please let the
church office know so it may be included in the
newsletter.
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STEWARDSHIP MESSAGE
1 Therefore if you have any encouragement from
being united with Christ, if any comfort from his
love, if any common sharing in the Spirit, if any
tenderness and compassion,2 then make my joy
complete by being like-minded, having the same
love, being one in spirit and of one mind.3 Do
nothing out of selfish ambition or vain conceit.
Rather, in humility value others above yourselves.
(Philippians 2:1-3)
The folks at Network for Good remind us that
giving is a human transaction; we usually give for
reasons of the heart (emotionally) rather than for
reasons of the head (rationally). Here are some
reasons that donors have given for their
contributions:
•Someone I know asked me to give, and I wanted
to help them
•Felt emotionally moved by someone’s story
•Want to feel I’m not powerless in the face of need
and can help (this is especially true during
disasters)
•Want to feel I’m changing someone’s life
•Feel a sense of closeness to my church
•Want to memorialize someone
•Was raised to give to church—it’s tradition in my
family
•It makes me feel connected to other people and
builds my social network
•Want to have a good image of myself/my family
•Want to leave a legacy that perpetuates my
support for the church
•Feel fortunate and want to give something back
to others
•My faith teaches me to support the church
•Want to be seen as a leader/role model
Why do you give? The stewardship leaders of
your church should be asking this question of you
on a regular basis. If they don’t, ask them why
not?
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CHURCH FINANCES
March 3
March 10
March 17
March 24
March 31

Attendance Giving
58
1384.01
48
1069.55
43
2151.50
48
957.55
N/A at this time

$2825.37 is needed weekly to pay all bills

TREASURER’S REPORT
Checking Balance 1/31/19
Giving
Other Sources*
From Savings
Total Available

7535.48
7031.76
00.00
00.00
14315.24

Paid Outs
Checking Balance 2/28/18

11050.78
3516.46

SCRIP SHOPPING CARDS
Many stores and
businesses
sell
their
shopping
cards to the church at a discounted rate. If you buy
these cards through the church you still get the full
face value of the card and the church gets the
discount, so it costs you nothing extra to support
the church. If you are thinking of a large purchase
such as a new TV or computer, why not ask Susan
to order extra cards for you to pay for it. It would
make a great addition to your giving to the church.
Susan usually has the basic Walmart and Kwik
Trip cards on hand all the time. If there is a special
store you are interested in purchasing cards from
talk to Susan and she will see if they are available.
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ELECTRONIC GIVING

GIVING ON LINE

Do you have a hard time
remembering your giving
envelope each Sunday? Would
you like to not have to write a
check to the church each week? Then electronic
giving might be for you. You can have funds
transferred directly from your checking or savings
account to the church account – it can be done bimonthly, monthly or quarterly.

You can now manage your giving online! Giving
on line is easy and allows you to make a one-time
donation or to set up recurring contributions and
view your complete online giving history from
anywhere you have access to the internet. Simply
follow these easy steps:

Only regular offering to the general fund can be
done electronically all special giving must be
done manually. Its safe secure and easy just ask
someone who already does it. If you are interested
ask Vikki for a form to fill out.

2.
3.
4.

Visit
the
church
website
at
montellotumc.org
Click on the Giving Tab
Click on the link
Follow the on screen directions to create
an online profile and to schedule your
giving.

DONATE FROM
SMART PHONE

KWIK TRIP REWARDS
PROGRAM
If you use a Kwik Trip card to pay for your gas
and purchases you know about the Kwik rewards
program. Did you know you can have your
rewards donated to a group of your choice?
Trinity is signed up with their rewards program,
our number is 150881. If you would like to
supplement your church giving by donating your
rewards just call Kwik Trip at 608-781-8988 and
let them know. As a bonus Kwik Trip adds about
30% to the total donated. For more information,
talk to Vikki in the church office

INK CARTRIDGES
ALUMINUM CANS

1.

AND

Remember the church recycles ink
cartridges and aluminum cans. Just
drop your empty cartridges in the
box in the narthex, and your
aluminum cans in the box next to the
shed on the east side of the parking lot. We have
volunteers who take them in for payment.

YOUR

A mobile version of our online giving page is
available to make it easy for you to give anytime
from your smart phone. Simply scan the QR code
you see here or in the Sunday bulletins using your
smart phone’s QR
reader and locate the
online giving page.
For questions on any
of our electronic
giving options please
talk to Vikki in the
church office

ALTAR FLOWERS
Anyone wishing to provide flowers for the altar
on Sundays may do so by signing up on the sheet
on the bulletin board next to the church office.
You may bring flowers from your garden or have
them delivered to the church on Friday from your
favorite florist.
“Spring is the time of year when it is summer in
the sun and winter in the shade.” (Charles
Dickens)
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WOMEN’S OUTREACH
UPCOMING EVENT
April 8
April 10
April 12
April 14
May 8
May 10

9:00 AM-Thrift Shop Work Begins
1:00 PM-Chit Chat
10:00 AM Word Worms
10:00 AM Word Worms
1:00 PM-Chit Chat
10:00 AM-Word Worms

Thrift Shop work days every Monday 9:00 AM

CHITCHAT GROUP MEETS
Members of the Chitchat Group will resume their
monthly meetings by gathering at the home of
Mary Anderson, 23 Lake Shore Drive, at 1:00 PM
on Wednesday, April 10, where they will share
dessert and fellowship. An important function of
the group is the running of the Thrift Shop. So,
all who are involved in that way are urged to
attend. An invitation is extended to anyone who
might be interested to come and be a part of the
group.

CHURCH CAMP
We have two awesome Methodist
church camps both within an hour
of Montello. Camp is not just for
kids anymore. There are family camps.
Grandparent camps as well as camps for kids.
Camp is a time filled with fun activities such as
campfires, games, hiking, boating, swimming and
fellowship when campers learn about God and his
love for us.
Also if you refer a friend you can get a $50 credit
on your registration – a great reason to invite
someone to camp with you and they do not have
to belong to a Methodist Church!
Remember the church pays for ½ the cost of your
camp and there are scholarships from the
conference to help with the other half – don’t let
the cost stop you from attending camp this
summer. You can see the camp booklet online at
www.wiumcamps.org. For more information, talk
to Lauren Olson.
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WORD WORMS
Our book club will meet on Friday April 12 at
10:00 AM in the fellowship hall. We will be
discussing the book Before We Were Yours by
Lisa Wingate.
“Two families, generations apart, are forever
changed by a heartbreaking injustice in this
poignant novel, inspired by a true story, for
readers of ORPHAN TRAIN and THE
NIGHTINGALE.
Memphis, 1939. Twelve-year-old Rill Foss and
her four younger siblings live a magical life
aboard their family's Mississippi River
shantyboat. But when their father must rush their
mother to the hospital one stormy night, Rill is left
in charge --- until strangers arrive in force.
Wrenched from all that is familiar and thrown into
a Tennessee Children's Home Society orphanage,
the Foss children are assured that they will soon
be returned to their parents --- but they quickly
realize the dark truth. At the mercy of the facility's
cruel director, Rill fights to keep her sisters and
brother together in a world of danger and
uncertainty.
Aiken, South Carolina, present day. Born into
wealth and privilege, Avery Stafford seems to
have it all: a successful career as a federal
prosecutor, a handsome fiancé, and a lavish
wedding on the horizon. But when Avery returns
home to help her father weather a health crisis, a
chance encounter leaves her with uncomfortable
questions and compels her to take a journey
through her family's long-hidden history, on a
path that will ultimately lead either to devastation
or to redemption.
Based on one of America's most notorious reallife scandals --- in which Georgia Tann, director
of a Memphis-based adoption organization,
kidnapped and sold poor children to wealthy
families all over the country --- Lisa Wingate's
riveting, wrenching and ultimately uplifting tale
reminds us how, even though the paths we take
can lead to many places, the heart never forgets
where we belong.”
Even if you have not read the book join us for a
cup of coffee and some great conversation.
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MISSION NEWS

BULLETIN DEDICATIONS

The March Noisy Can brought in $51.94 for
Justice for our Neighbors. Thank you to all who
so generously gave. The April Noisy Can will go
to The Heifer Project, watch for more
information. Start saving your change now.

Each Sunday the opportunity is available to
anyone who wishes to donate the bulletins for the
worship service. The cost of $12 (the cost of the
bulletins) will allow you to have a message
printed in the Sunday bulletin honoring a loved
one, celebrating a special event – whatever you
wish. Please sign up on the sheets on the bulletin
board next to the office, or you can call the church
office, 297-2326 to make a dedication. Dedication
this past month were:

Each year we collect donations for the Ingathering at Annual Conference. The committee
has decided to once again collect for flood
buckets, this is near and dear to many of us with
the flooding last fall and already this spring and
the spring storms have not even begun yet.
Following is a list of things that will be needed for
each bucket and we hope to fill at least 10. Please
consider picking up an item or two as your shop
over the next couple of months.

March 3: In celebration of Champ’s birthday from
Nola Grace
March 10: In memory of Kerry from Shirley and
family

CHURCH WEBSITE
Remember to check out the
church website,
www.montellotumc.org
for
updates and cancellations due to
weather. While on the site check
out all the great pages – if you miss church you
can even hear the sermons, just click on the home
tab and then the worship tab.

NEWSLETTER ARTICLES
If you have an event or belong to a group in the
community and you would like to share its
happenings with your church family please let the
church office know so it may be included in the
newsletter.

NURSERY AVAILABLE
Trinity is again offering supervised childcare for
children 5 and under during church. You can bring
your child in before church begins or at any time
during the service. We are located in the Sunday
School room on the left side of the hallway. Any
questions, please ask or contact Tanya Daniels
608-369-0449.
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PRAYER CONCERNS
Our Country, Our Leaders, Our Military
Shirley Dagner
Floyd Davis
Roger Eddingsaas
Kyle Trimble
Irene Lazar
Jon Ebert
Rick Oakes
Gail Daniels
Jerilyn Koelbl
Michael Welch
Joan Lichtfeld
Alice Zellmer
Carl, Wayne Reiche’s brother
Linda, friend of Sharon Ahles
April, Michael Welch’s daughter
Dave, friend of Reiches
Betty, Sue Zellmer’s mom
Tom, friend of Roger Eddingsaas
Bob Vohland, Shirley Dagner’s brother
Dawn, Bob Barton’s daughter-in-law
Judy, Margaret’s sister-in-law
Carol, Shirley Hanson’s mom
Jonathon, son of Peg Harris
Carrie, niece of Cheryl Kreigl
Gil, brother of Joan Lichtfeld
Brenda, friend of Reiches
Lowell, friend of Karlene Utke
Mary, sister of Beth Turner
Mike, father of Charlie Ott
Al, Mary Anderson’s brother
Jeff Kendall, Karlene’s nephew
Ron Graves, Julie Kenney’s dad
All hurt by flooding

SYMPATHY
It was learned that Pearl Hunborg passed away at
the Montello Care center the end of January.
Please keep all her friends and family in your
prayers.

CHURCH WISH LIST
-That people will continue to financially support
their church
-Funds for Apportionments
MEMORIAL WISH LIST
-Funds for Educational Scholarships
-Funds for Prayer Garden Endowment
PRAYER GARDEN WISH LIST
-More plaques honoring loved one on the
memorial arbor
A plaque on the Memorial Arbor is a nice way to
honor a loved one, especially one who has a
connection to Trinity. Visit the garden and view
the arbor. A plaque costs $40 and if you would
like order one, please call the church office.
Gifts are always welcome as memorials or in
honor of special occasions. They may include
insurance policies, IRA’s, bequests and gifts
included in wills. Such gifts may be designated
or left to the Memorial Committee’s discretion. It
is suggested that one check with the committee
before designating a gift not on the Wish List.
Think about including a portion of your IRA,
stocks or other assets in your will.

CHRISTIAN RADIO
STATIONS
With the new interest for
contemporary Christian music here
is a list of a few of the Christian Radio
stations in Wisconsin. You might just hear
some of the songs we use during worship.
Depending on where you are you might not get all
of these:
AM 1240 – WHWA
FM 102.5 WNWC
FM 97.1 – WIXL
FM 89.3 – WEQS
FM 101.7 – WEMI
FM 107.7 – WORQ
Sirius XM 63 – the Message
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VOLUNTEERS NEEDED
It takes many volunteers to help the church run
smoothly. Won’t you consider helping out, some
of the opportunities available are:

HEAD USHER
We are in desperate need of volunteers
to be head ushers. The responsibilities
are not huge or hard – make sure lights
are on, assist with visitors and direct
ushers with bulletins and offering. There is always
someone around to help you out.
COFFEE HOUR
We are looking for someone to take a turn at
setting up the coffee cart for the narthex on a
Sunday morning. The coffee and juice are
provided by the church; you just need to provide
a light snack – a few cookies or fruit is great.
LITURGISTS
Our list of volunteers to be liturgist on Sundays is
getting very short. This too is not hard - but is a
vital part of our worship service.
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APRIL BIRTHDAYS
3 Dennis Schrimpf
4 Betty Murray
6 Tyler Bloom
7 Gail Daniels
8 Natalie Hanson
11 Morris Vinz
11 Lisa Smith
17 Gary Moeller
23 Barb Steuck
25 Sage Trimble

APRIL ANNIVERSARIES
John & Donna Haugen
Celebrating 19 years
April 22

BIBLE QUIZ

If you would like more information or would like
to volunteer for any of these jobs, please talk to
Pastor Kristen or Vikki in the church office.

After Jesus raises Lazarus from death, what does
his family do to thank Jesus?
Tomb, thou shalt not hold him longer;
Death is strong, but life is stronger.
Stronger than the dark, the light;
Stronger than the wrong, the right.
Faith and hope triumphant say,
Christ will rise on Easter Day.
—Phillips Brooks

A. They host a dinner for him.
B. Martha serves the meal.
C. Mary anoints Jesus’ feet with an extravagant
amount of expensive perfume.
D. All of the above.
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March - April 2019 Schedule
Ushers

Greeters

Liturgist

April 7

Mary Kramp
Barb Steuck
Shirley Dagner*

Laura Moeller
Mary Kramp

Beth Turner

April 14

Morris Vinz
Leta Vinz
Shirley Dagner*

Eunice Hutchings
Sharon Ahles

Sue Zellmer

April 21

Andy Zellmer
Sue Zellmer
Shirley Dagner*

Roger Eddingssas
Margaret Eddingsaas

Laura Moeller

April 28

Robin York
Cindy Bloom
Shirley Dagner*

Sandy Becker
Karlene Utke

Leta Vinz

May 5

Beth Turner
Cindy Lardy
Roger Eddingsaas*

Mary Kamin
Barb Steuck

Susan Hutchings

May 12

Roger Schoenherr
Audrey Schoenherr
Roger Eddingsaa*

Dick Baehler
Jean Baehler

Melissa Link

May 19

Melissa Link
Kadie Raasch
Roger Eddingaas*

Sue McFarland
Margaret Eddingsaas

Roxie Rugiewicz

May 26

Laura Moeller
Jan Ebert
Roger Eddingsaas*

Cindy Bloom
Robin York

Mary Kramp

If you are unable to perform this duty on the above date, please find a replacement and call the church office by
Thursday morning. 297-2326. Notes: * head usher

COMMUNION HELPERS
April 7, 2019
Mary Kramp & Laura Moeller
May 5, 2019
Mary Kamin & Susan Hutchings
June 2, 2019
Shirley Dagner & Sue Zellmer
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